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Abstract
Drug trafficking has become a global issue for long; several committees have been formed to help solve the problem. The international community needs to input more initiatives. The study provides various facts about the about the worldwide policies which exist to counter  the drugs trafficking  menace to elaborate on this, the paper outlines the opinions that exist within the international community, the existing and old drugs policies and it also outlines the international regulators of drugs. The study provides the various types of drugs used worldwide, explaining their addiction to users and also their medical importances. Furthermore, the study provides a rigorous discussion on the drugs income source. Lastly, the paper explains the extent of marijuana legalization in the US, black market of the drugs and the countries that heavily relying on the drugs income. 
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1.0 Introduction
Drugs trafficking are referred to as the global illicit trade which involves growing, production, distribution and also sale of substances that are not incoherent with the prohibition laws of drugs. The drug users’ problems amount to 27 million worldwide and it consist of 0.6% population of the world adults. In the entire world, drugs usage is gaining popularity each day. Mostly, the consumption is rising especially in the low-income countries. Cocaine, heroin and other drugs have contributed to 0.2m people dying who emanate from using the drugs; it has led to shattering of families and also causing a huge misery to the millions of other people in the world. Inefficient use of drugs causes the economy to undermine and also the social distortion contributing to instability, crime spread of HIV and also insecurity (World Health Organization, 2000). The global opium manufacturing was estimated to be 7,000 tons in the year 2011, which was a peak at 2007. However, there was a drop of production in the year 2010 due to the cultivation challenges where the plants were affected by a disease in Afghanistan dropping the production by half. In the worldwide consumption of heroin amounts to 340 tons, research shows that there is a flow of 430-450 tons annually of the global heroin market. Despite the countries trying to mitigate the drug trafficking, the figure of the amounts produced is overwhelming, hence becoming a global problem. It is important for the individual countries to check on their mitigation procedures since the drug problem requires to be solved first at the states level then global level. This paper provides an extensive discussion on what happens on the ground when it comes to global policies towards drugs and also how the drugs have managed to penetrate even the strongest markets. 
[bookmark: _Toc508835005]2.0 Worldwide policies that exist on drugs
[bookmark: _Toc508835006]2.1 International community opinion on drugs
The international community has been discussing on the issue of drugs especially the problems that come along with the drugs consumption. From their third committee, several discussions have been made concerning the entire community and one of it was the international drugs control. To effectively handle the issue of trafficking of drugs and havoc the groups vulnerable in the worldwide, the speakers agreed on innovative and collective approaches to prevent what have brought a consistent issue in global health. To support the issues, it needed a balanced and comprehensive focus on the repression, prevention, victims support, drugs users’ rehabilitation and also the securing several marginalized groups (Huttner et al., 2013). Thailand delegate provided a recommendation towards combating the illicit use of drugs and trade by an alternative development to be among the best people-centred and long-term approaches. The Brazil representative and also European Union delegate opposed the utilization of penalty of death to prevent crimes related to drugs. Other representatives outlined their government’s programs of special rehabilitation facilities for incarcerated users of drugs; they also presented the alternative production of crops to the poppy farmers. The Ecuador representative presented the requirements to promote legislative and administrative measures in the field of education, health and social inclusions to have drug abuse prevention. The Angola’s representative also said that the authorities from her region have been attaining effective control on the crime burden, but the trafficking of drugs have given them a hard time to have a better future for the youths and their prosperity (Huttner et al., 2013).They suggested that youths were the biggest part of solution and more efforts should be doubled towards them to have a protection of the youth from the violence and crimes which emanates from the drug abuse. 
[bookmark: _Toc508835007]2.2 Existing and old international drugs policies
Research shows that the international efforts to prevent trafficking of drugs are normally based on a robust and a long-standing set of the commitments in multilateral. Among the first efforts of multilateral to prevent the drugs started within International Opium Commission in 1909 (Griffiths et al., 2016). Form that time; the international community has been able to deepen and broaden the scope of the control of international drug by use of various international treaties and also mechanisms in monitoring. Today the efforts in control of international drugs have been grounded towards the foundations of policy laid through three treaties in the United Nations: the 1961 Narcotic Drugs Single Convention, which is amended as; the 1971 Psychotropic Substances Convention: the 1988 Illicit Traffic Convention against the Psychotropic substances and the Narcotic Drugs. Above 95% of Member States of U.N entailing the United States are among the parties to all the treaties of the international drugs control (Griffiths et al., 2016). In combination, the U.N treaties normally combat the international trade and production of a particular type of narcotic drugs precursor chemicals and psychotropic substances utilized to produce the substances for the primary scientific and medical purposes (Griffiths et al., 2016). The treaties develops an international mechanism to cement control and the adherence to the treaties by the International Control Board INCB), it helps in data gathering based on the illicit production, cultivation, and manufacture of the prescribed drugs. 
[bookmark: _Toc508835008]2.3 International regulating authorities regarding the drugs
The international mechanisms to help in regulating the treaties which are made to control the drugs are made possible through the work of the International Narcotics Control Board (INCB). The INCB enables the laid down requirements to be met by the member countries through their control procedures. They are normally involved in the gathering the data concerning the manufacturing procedures of drugs used by their member countries; they should be in a position to follow the stipulated procedures if otherwise, they are violating the treaties (World Health Organization, 2000). They also monitor the production and the cultivation procedures of drugs in the member countries to make sure that they are in the right track to help in securing the countries from practices which can encourage the country to be vulnerable. For example, the U.N policymaking towards matters of drugs takes place by U.N Commission on the Narcotic Drugs; this is part of the functional commission in U.N. Social and Economic Council. It normally controls the trends of global drugs; it also establishes the strategies for the control of international drugs and provides the measures to help in combating the problems of world drugs. To assist the U.N. Member States in preventing the problems with global drugs, the UNODC carry out field-related international projects on technical assistance and also give a study and analysis on the today's’ trends in the drug market. The Drug Advisory Program (DAP) enables the demand for drugs reduce through offering rehabilitation programmes, and treatment in Pacific and Asia regions. The Inter-American Drug Abuse Control Commission (CICAD) is also in the Organization of American States (OAS) of Colombo Plan together with the DAP (World Health Organization, 2000).
There being a great international concern about the drugs, having discussed the international policies existing on the drugs, it is important to check on the types of drugs used and their actual effects, use and addiction towards the society. 
[bookmark: _Toc508835009]3.0 Types of drugs used and their effects in the worldwide
[bookmark: _Toc508835010]3.1 Types of most used drugs worldwide
Drugs within the international control entail cannabis, stimulants, and cocaine, hallucinogens and sedatives hypnotics. International countries control these drugs because they bring huge threat to the lives of the people. These drugs have been used commonly in the entire world. Research shows that, the drugs are also greatly being abused and it is posing a great risk to the entire international community. Some of these drugs might seem to sound good. However, it does not last for long. For instance, people develop loneliness, depression and others sick. Some tend to have red eyes, seem confused and never care about their physical status. 
Cannabis is like tobacco which is greenish or brownish material produced from drying the flowering leaves and top of the hemp plant. Cannabis resin is a dried brown or black secretion of cannabis plants especially the flowering plant; it is normally pressed to become slabs or powdered or even made in cakes. Cannabis is the most internationally trafficked, cultivated and abused illicit drug. Cocaine is another drug which is a strong stimulant and appears like an off-white or white powder. It is normally taken from the coca plant leaves. The prevalence rates utilization of cocaine in the lifetime in developing countries is normally one to three percent, while in the United States it is at a higher rate. The drug can be injected, sniffed as a form of consumption (Degenhard et al., 2013). Hallucinogen is another type of a drug which alters the user’s way of consciousness and gives other different hallucination. It normally leads the users to have a heavy change in moods, addiction senses to feelings of sociability and empathy. Heroin is another drug which is largely abused worldwide; it has a painkilling element which is derived from the morphine. It is a white powder; it is normally smoked, snorted or inhaled. The prescription of painkillers has brought about the gateway for heroin consumption since any person prescribed for a narcotic painkiller can be advised to have heroin, and hence heroin addiction comes along. Methamphetamine is another strong drug which is amphetamine stimulant type. It is normally illegally manufactured in the laboratories. It is used as a form of boosting intellectual or physical performance. However, it causes the addict to have a high psychological dependency. 
[bookmark: _Toc508835011]3.2 Addiction and users
Users of cannabis become addicted the moment they can no longer stop taking it in; this happens even if it has negative effects on their live, health and social aspects. The short-term impacts of cannabis intake to the users include things like maximized appetite and rate of pulse. The higher users of cannabis experience impairment of their physical and intellectual abilities (Radhakrishnan et al., 2014). They can also experience changed sensory perceptions, confused and slow thinking. The bigger effects of addiction to cannabis can result in impacts which come from hallucinogens and may lead to anxiety, psychotic and panic episodes. It can also lead to dependency meaning that they are no longer interested in other activities like social life and work. Cocaine is also highly addictive as it brings about a high psychological dependence on the drug. It normally stimulates critical centers of pleasures in the brain and also leads to extremely high euphoria. Tolerance to the cocaine quickly establishes, and soon the addicts’ fails to attain the same feeling experienced earlier using the same cocaine amount, as a result bringing a higher urge to have more and more cocaine which drives the addict to depend on it. Many hallucinogens are addictive but not all of them, however, hallucinogens make the users depend on them psychologically. For example, the users may have certain effects at a time and later feel a different impact. Long-term addiction to hallucinogens may lead to total delusions and also perception which is highly distorted. The addiction of heroin is a great disease and causes death to the victims very fast; this condition is getting worse worldwide since several people utilize it as a last resort drug to cater for the need of the addiction of prescription painkiller.
[bookmark: _Toc508835012]3.3 Medical use of drugs
Research shows that several drugs which were initially banned, scientist have found some to have great benefits in the medical field. For example, heroin has been used for the opiate addiction. There are people who are normally addicts of pharmaceutical opiates like the Demerol, Percocet, in several cases, the addict doesn’t use heroin. Opiates are used to medicate the psychiatric situation like the depression, anxiety, memories, sleep disorders, nightmares, and flashback. Research shows that utilization of heroin for the psychiatric people, it reduced their severe impact. Hence, heroin can perfectly be used in medical situations (Morris et al., 2014). Ketamine is also another drug which can be used in medical condition, it is not banned completely, but it has a strict regulation, it is also utilized as a sedative. It is used to treat the bipolar disorder. Research shows that treated children utilizing ketamine demonstrated improvements immediately. The improvements stay for a longer time like two weeks even after stopping to use Ketamine. The disorder of post-trauma stress can also be treated using the MDMA; research shows that the patients who use this medication show improvement and other get completely healed. 
Having discussed the actual drugs and their use and effects, it would be more fulfilling to focus on the drugs as an income source, digging deep to the understanding of the black market and the countries heavily relying on the drugs income. There is also a need to understand the extent of the legalization of drugs like marijuana in the US. 
[bookmark: _Toc508835013]4.0 Drugs as an income source
[bookmark: _Toc508835014]4.1 legalizing of marijuana in the United States
Marijuana possession and use in the US is illegal under the federal law for whichever purpose people may have; this is because it helps in controlling the drugs as in 1970 Controlled Substance Act. The marijuana has a high potential of being abused, and hence it is prohibited even if it is in the medical use. However, at a state level, the policies towards the recreational and medical utilization of marijuana differ and several states have conflict towards the federal law. The use for medical purposes is normally legal within 29 states, the Guam territories and Columbian District and Puerto Rico. The utilization of cannabis for the recreational purposes is only legal within nine states that are California, Maine, Alaska, Colorado, Nevada, Vermont, Oregon, Washington, and Massachusetts. The commercial marijuana distribution is allowed within all the jurisdictions in places that it is legalized except the Columbian district and Vermont (Hasin et al., 2015). The Core Memorandum also offered various protections against the implementation of federal law within the states which have legalized the cannabis. However, the Attorney General rescinded it. The spreading of marijuana legalization has brought about the reimaging of drug policy of US and exactly how it should change since people are looking for alternatives to punitive policies of criminal justice which have also brought about the black market and incarceration which support criminal enterprises violence. Although the administration of Obama said that it was to allow the rules at state-level to stand alone with minimum or no interference of federal statutes, it is seen that the administration of Trump has a tougher line. However, the state officials have been seen to enforce some mitigation towards the policy by limiting the sales, especially limiting the sale only to those who are 21 years and above. It also minimizes the amount that one can buy, possess at a particular period, there is also a requirement to package it in the best appropriate way, and finally, taxes are also imposed towards the same. Various researches show that different alternative states that even for the countries which support legalization, there is not only one way to help solve the problem, some other choices need to be done too to achieve success. It is because US need a solution to the problems associated with drugs like black market not only on legalization (Hasin et al., 2015). It needs to minimize the incarceration, s sabotage the strong black market and reduce the outcomes which emanate from the potential drug abuse. 
[bookmark: _Toc508835015]4.2 Black market for drugs worldwide
The black market is normally characterized by transactions which are associated with illegality and some behaviors of noncompliant to a particular set of laws. If laws outline that some particular set of services and goods are prohibited by law from distribution and production, if any person fails to comply with rules, it means that it is done through the black market trade (Kelesidis & Falagas, 2015).From the time of 19th to 20th centuries, several states started to ban utilizing or keeping various recreational drugs, like the United States’ drugs wars. However, several individuals continued to utilize the illegal drugs. Hence, there existed a black market to help in supplying to them. Despite there being a law which had to enforce efforts to prevent the black market, the demand is still increasing. The high demand provides the black market with huge profits which has motivated them to organize the criminal individuals in groups to have the drugs supplied to the people. As a result of the growing black market, there is a report from United Nations that the black market retail is valued at $321.6 billion (Kelesidis & Falagas, 2015). The large figure puts the economy at risk since they form some of the unreported income and it can sabotage the economy since it is not accounted for. 
[bookmark: _Toc508835016]4.3 Countries relying heavily on drugs income
Several countries can be said to reap much income from the drugs, as a result. some drugs crops growing and manufacturing doing well in some countries. For example, Colombia has been associated with the use and also the manufacture of cocaine, meaning that the income derived from it contributes a lot to the economy. Other important countries producing cocaine are Bolivia and Peru; this has been made possible by the increase in coca bush cultivation in Europe, America, and Oceania like New Zealand and Australia are the major markets of cocaine. The growth of cocaine drugs within these markets have been brought about due to the medical aspect of cocaine making it acceptable to some level. Due to this, there exist a lot of abuses for the drug (Kookana et al., 2014). There is also the growth of the states’ black market for the drugs which are illegal. Some countries are still struggling with it trying to eradicate it; Cannabis resin is also largely traded in South-West Asia and Middle East countries, production of cannabis continue to rise in the United States. Europe is the largest cannabis market in the world yet it is also small in the production of cannabis. Afghanistan is a large producer of cannabis resin and feeds several countries; it shows that the country relies heavily on the cannabis production. Hence, a lot of income is generated (Kookana et al., 2014). Europe being the largest market for the cannabis, it shows that the place is also affected economically by the cannabis income. 
[bookmark: _Toc508835017]5 Conclusion
In conclusion, as discussed above it is true that there has been consumption of drugs throughout history, and several mitigation procedures have been developed to combat the problem of drugs even if the problem has not yet been solved fully. Drugs have been brought about the great threat to the health of the human being; it is from this concern that the international community keeps on evaluating the various procedures that can be used to minimize negative effects of drugs to the society. Countries have come together and formed treaties to mitigate the extensive drugs problems in the society; this has been done only to the response of the great need to raise the standards to have a better community with youth who are physically and mentally fit. It is also evident there are several types of drugs like the cocaine, cannabis, and heroin which are greatly intruding in the international communities and it is growing on a daily basis. A lot of people have also died due to the abuse of the drugs; this is because almost all these drugs are highly addictive and require a quick rescue. The consumption of drugs has been possible through the growth of the black market, even if various mitigation have been made concerning the drugs; it is still growing due to the stronghold of the black market. Some drugs have been made legal especially due to the medical situations. However, the international community has a great task ahead to make sure that drugs abuse does not continue to develop. The international community needs to convince the individual states to take full control of their market; this can help to reduce the drug trafficking and hence, the drugs abuse will reduce. 
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